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A CIVIL RIGHTS LEGEND INSPIRES STUDENT SUCCESS – PAGE 3  IN THIS ISSUE 

     Charged by the Board of Trustees, 
the Department Success Taskforce is 
seeking to help inform goal and 
benchmark development within 
academic departments by identifying 
ways in which they can be successful, 
especially at promoting the success of 
their students.  

     The Taskforce has three 
subcommittees - Student, 
Department Chair, and Faculty.  The 
Student Committee is seeking input 
directly from the student population 
on campus, while the Department 
Chair Committee is gathering data 
from academic department chairs 
about their experiences.  The Faculty 
Committee is exploring faculty 
perceptions of departmental success.   

     The Student Committee has 
launched a survey in collaboration with 
the Student Government Association 
exploring student experiences with 
academic departments. The results 
from the survey, combined with data 

collected through department chair 
and faculty meetings, will help the 
Taskforce generate recommendations 
for policy and practice items that 
benefit both student and 
departmental success. The 
recommendations will also inform 
possible changes or expansions to 
University Handbook language related 
to faculty roles and responsibilities. 

     Dr. Sheets noted, “Faculty want to 
help students succeed, so the goal is to 
help the faculty help their students.”  
The work of the taskforce can help the 
campus better understand what 
behaviors and department issues 
facilitate the success of our students. 
Faculty members are encouraged to 
contact Dr. Sheets if they have 
questions about the Taskforce and/or 
wish to provide input to its work 
(virgil.sheets@indstate.edu). 

 

New Support for Freshmen on 
Probation 

Every freshman on probation is now 
expected to take a college success course 
in the spring semester. Learn what 

happens in the UNIV 101 course. (Page 2) 

Student Spotlight  

A just graduated first generation student 
gives encouraging words to future 
students to follow their dreams. Read how 
she plans to become a registered nurse. 
(Page 2) 

NSSE 2013-Student Comments 

Have a look at what some freshmen and 
seniors said about their ISU experience on 
the National Survey of Student 
Engagement (NSSE). (Page 4) 

 
 

February 2014 

Department Success Taskforce- 
An Interview with Virgil Sheets 
By Lakeisha Williams, Graduate Assistant, Office of Student Success 

It’s coming! 

mailto:virgil.sheets@indstate.edu
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UNIV 101 and 
Students on 
Probation 
By Joe Thomas, Director, New 
Student Transition Programs 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

296 

Number enrolled in University 101 this 
semester 

 

       
 

 
 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

FRESHMEN FAST FACTS 

Student Spotlight  
by, Desiree Huebner, December 2013 Graduate and First 
Generation Student 

     As a first generation college 
student, I did not know that 
there were so many helpful 
places on campus that I could 
use to get through my 
undergraduate career. In five 
years, I walked across that stage 
in the Hulman Center, officially 
graduating with a Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing with honors. I 
have held various leadership 
positions on campus and have 
been actively involved in many 
honor societies as well. My 
career goal includes working at 
Terre Haute Regional Hospital as 
a registered nurse on the cardiac 
floor.  

    In August 2014, I will start 
graduate school for a masters in 
nursing administration and then 
intend to go back to school for a 
nurse practitioner degree. 
Achieving your dreams is 
attainable. Some people sit 
around waiting for people to hand 
them things while others go out 
and get what they want, no 
matter what obstacles may come 
their way. Many of us were dealt 
cards from the same hand. Our 
circumstances do not, in any way, 
determine our future or have to 
define us. Set your goals high and 
achieve them! If you can dream it, 
you can live it. 

     For the first time, ISU is offering UNIV 
101, Learning in the University Community, 
for freshmen who have been placed on 
academic probation (if they took it in the 
fall, the probation students take COUN 
135, Career and Life Planning). The UNIV 
101 course is designed to help students 
get back on track by making them reflect 
on their previous semester – what went 
well, what did not, and what needs to 
change in order to be successful this 
semester. Instructors are using the text, 
You Majored in What? by Dr. Katharine 
Brooks. The text uses chaos theory to 
help students think about their career 
path, major, and life choices differently.   

     Some of the students taking the 
UNIV 101 course are confident in their 
chosen major but may not understand 
all the career opportunities it provides. 
Other students need to think about 
alternate majors based on their 
previous academic performance. The 
goal is to open students’ minds to 
think critically about their skills and to 
align them with their aspirations.    
 
     By way of additional support, 
students are paired with 
undergraduate student mentors who 
have been successful academically and 
socially. They meet with their mentors 
once per week to review all of their 
courses, homework assignments, and 
any barriers to their success. Each 
student on probation is monitored 
closely by their instructor(s), academic 
advisor, and peer-mentor. 

416 

Number on the Dean’s List 

17% 

Percentage on the Dean’s List with 
a high school GPA below 3.0 

 

65% & 35% 
Percentage of females versus males 

on the Dean’s List 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

Ernest G. Green was born in Little Rock, Arkansas, on 
September 22, 1941. He was one of the first black students to 
integrate at Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas, 
following the Supreme Court ruling to desegregate in 1954. 
Green is the oldest of the "Little Rock Nine," a group of high 
school students who entered Central High School on the 
morning of September 25, 1957, with an escort of 
paratroopers. Governor Orval Faubus had summoned National 
Guardsmen to turn away the black pupils in direct defiance of 
the federal government, which had already approved a 
desegregation plan for the school. President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, for the first time since Reconstruction, sent in 
federal troops to protect the rights of the beleaguered 
students, and the students ultimately prevailed. Green 
graduated from Michigan State University with a B.A. in 1962 
and an M.A. in 1964. 

Green spoke to students and the community in January as part 
of the Martin Luther King celebration. In his speech to 
students, he challenged them to have their own “Little Rock 
moment.” 

 

“You’re the future,” he told the students. 
 
“Today, this moment, use this moment to build relationships,” 
he urged the students. Relationships will be beneficial down 
the road, he said. 
 
While “we’ve made tremendous strides,” not all discrimination 
has been eliminated, Green said, “but really, the next push is 
going to come from people like yourself.” 
 
So Green urged the students to “take off your headphones, 
put the iPad away ... use this place [the university] as a spring 
board to improve not only your options but also of the people 
around you.” 
 
“You each will have your Little Rock moment,” Green said. 
 
“The real question is: Will you recognize it?” 
 
“Will you be prepared to take it on?” 

 

Sources: http://www.thehistorymakers.com/biography/ernest-green-39; 
Powell, D. (2014, January 17). Green was first in line, Tribune Star, 
January 17. 

Ernest Green’s Visit to 
Indiana State 

 

 

An ISU linkage to civil rights history. Students that became 
known as the Magnificent Seven in 1969 helped bring about 
Black Greek organizations, an expansion in Black faculty, 
and the African and African-American Studies program 
among other achievements. 

http://www.thehistorymakers.com/biography/ernest-green-39
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Extensive facts and reports on ISU 
students are available on the Office 
of Student Success website.  

NSSE 2013: 
Student Comments 

 

Senior Full-time Veteran Male-For the most part, 
my general experience at ISU has been great. I 
would like to commend Mike Carress for his 
tireless efforts to make veteran transitions much 
easier than most other colleges. I chose Indiana 
State University solely because when I contacted 
the veterans’ advisor, he was the most helpful 
advisor I had contacted in my search for 
universities. Since then, Mr. Carress has done 
nothing but help both my wife and I (she is a 
veteran also) with anything we have needed. Also, 
Mrs. Benningfield and Dr. Hamm in the 
Criminology Department are both very 
knowledgeable and helpful with anything I have 
needed regarding my academics. For the most 
part, they are the "go to" individuals that I have 
sought out for any issues related to my 
academics. I am a veteran attending AFROTC and 
I would also like to say this program is great at 
Indiana State University. We could do many more 
great things if we had more funding. 

First year Full-time Female: People may say that 
ISU is not a good institution to attend, but those 
people have not given the institution a chance.  If 
one is willing to search for help, there are many 
ways to receive help in any class. Not only does 
the institution provide this luxury for free, but 
they provide many opportunities for those who 
attend college here. ISU is a great fit for me and I 
am 100% positive this was the best choice for 
making my future grand. 

Senior Part-time Female: My program and 
experience at Indiana State University has been an 
excellent experience. I am a distance education 
student that completes my clinical components at 
a local facility. The program has allowed me to 
continue to work full-time, attend school 3/4 time 
and care for my family. I feel I am getting a 
wonderful education and a variety of 
opportunities to learn and engage with peers, 
educators, and instructors. I would recommend 
my program and Indiana State University to 
others. 

Office of Student Success 
Parsons Hall 203 

237-8378 
debra.jeffries@indstate.edu 

jopowers@indstate.edu 
www.indstate.edu/studentsuccess 

 

Senior Full-time Veteran Male-For the 
most part, my general experience at ISU 
has been great. I would like to commend 
Mike Caress for his tireless efforts to 
make veteran transitions much easier 
than most other colleges. I chose Indiana 
State University solely because when I 
contacted the veterans’ advisor, he was 
the most helpful advisor I had contacted 
in my search for universities. Since then, 
Mr. Caress has done nothing but help 
both my wife and I (she is a veteran also) 
with anything we have needed. Also, Mrs. 
Benningfield and Dr. Hamm in the 
Criminology Department are both very 
knowledgeable and helpful with anything 
I have needed regarding my academics. I 
am a veteran attending AFROTC and I 
would also like to say this program is 
great at Indiana State University. We 
could do many more great things if we 
had more funding. 

First year Full-time Female: People may 
say that ISU is not a good institution to 
attend, but those people have not given 
the institution a chance.  If one is willing 
to search for help, there are many ways 
to receive help in any class. Not only does 
the institution provide this luxury for free, 
but they provide many opportunities for 
those who attend college here. ISU is a 
great fit for me, and I am 100% positive 
this was the best choice for making my 
future grand. 

Senior Part-time, Distance-Education 
Female: My program and experience at 
Indiana State University has been an 
excellent experience. I am a distance 
education student that completes my 
clinical components at a local facility. The 
program has allowed me to continue to 
work full-time, attend school 3/4 time and 
care for my family. I feel I am getting a 
wonderful education and a variety of 
opportunities to learn and engage with 
peers, educators, and instructors. 

Senior Full-time, Dismissed and 
Readmitted Female: I was a re-admit 
through my dean's office in the 
College of Arts and Sciences and they 
have been extremely helpful with 
answering questions in regards to my 
probation terms, academic standing, 
and anything else that I need answers 
to. I am very thankful and appreciative 
of my academic advisors, the Dean's 
Office in the College of Arts and 
Sciences, and numerous other 
individuals for making the transition 
back into ISU easy and painless. 

First-year Full-time Female: Indiana 
State University makes it challenging 
for "different" students to feel 
comfortable. Otherwise, the 
institution is great academically! 

First-year Full-time Male: Of all the 
places I could have attended college, 
Indiana State University is the best. 
There is nowhere else I'd rather be. I 
love this campus and the people in it. 

Senior Full-time Male: Overall, I 
couldn't be happier with ISU and my 
education. I have learned a great deal 
from the college and the professors, all 
who were kind and willing to work 
with some of my personal issues at 
home. I luckily have not had the need 
for extended deadlines or any 
additional help, but I have explained 
my situation at the beginning of each 
semester and all responded that they 
will help if need be. My advisor, who 
was also an instructor in many of my 
courses, was also very kind and very 
willing to help me in any way possible. 
He pushed me to earn better grades 
and earn a scholarship which helped 
pay for my tuition. I plan to return 
immediately to ISU for my graduate 
work. 


